FirsT CoASsT OPERA
2023-2024 Season

LA BOHEME

December 30 and 31, 2023

www.FirstCoastOpera.com
Curtis Tucker, General and Artistic Director




FIRST COAST OPERA PRESENTS

HOTTEST TICKET IN TOWN
FEDRUARY 14, 2024

THE LICHINER MUSEUM

Jazz, Cocktails, Dancing, Food & Fun!?

«Foop! COCKTAILS! LIVE AUCTION! Sponsored in part by The Treasury on
the Plaza and The Lightner Museum.

+ LIGHT UP THE NIGHT WITH OUR VIP TICKET. Fire dancers, champagne
reception and early entry. Sponsored by ArtBox.

* DANCING with music by the 6-piece jazz band Raisin Cake Orchestra.

Sponsored by Durant, Schoeppel & Decunto, PA. E' L, E

« DON YOUR BEST ROARING ‘208 COSTUMES. _5!‘@ ¥ ol

On-site photographer to capture the fun; complimentary pics 1 Ny o«

will be available to remember the evening. Sponsored by .H 1.'
[=] :

Matanzas Mortgage Company.
Gl Tickets




From the President

This is an exciting and full season for First Coast
Opera! We are celebrating Curtis Tucker’s tenth
season with FCO with the biggest and most creative
season ever.

La Bohéme, by Giacomo Puccini, is one of the most
popular and best-loved operas of all time. We're glad
you’re here to ring in the New Year with this timeless
story of love, passion, and loss. Director Helena Binder has chosen to set
the opera in 1960’s Bohemian Paris, so be surprised at how timeless the
story is in this creative setting.

For the first time we are including a second main stage production at Lewis
Auditorium, March 15 and 17. This is the rollicking, zany The Pirates of
Penzance by Gilbert and Sullivan. What a fun way to celebrate part of the
St Augustine heritage. Laugh and be enchanted by this fanciful romp of an
operetta with catchy tunes and whimsical characters.

Our special fundraising Gala this year will be a Roaring 20’s Gala Ball at the
Lightner Museum on February 14, Valentine’s Day. Dust off your Roaring
Twenties flapper/gangsta costumes and join us for dancing to the Raisin
Cake Band, sumptuous food and drinks, and a live auction.

Don’t miss any of the wonderful events of the opera season. We are ever

grateful for your continued support by your attendance and your generous
giving to keep Opera alive in Northeast Florida.

Kerry Fradley

Kerry Fradley, President



Robert A. D;wkins, Esq.

Board Certified Wills, Trusts, and Estates Attorney

RDawkins@FisherTousey.com
(904) 483 2404

Office located in Ponte Vedra Beach

e Estate Planning

* Probate & Trust Administration

e Guardianship

e Charitable Planning/Planned Giving
e Tax Law

FISHER ﬁ TOUSEY

ATTORNEYS AT LAW




First Coast Opera
FOUNDERS BARBARA NORRIS AND ANTHONY FAST

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Kerry Fradley, President
Jean Rahner, Vice President
Robert Dawkins, Treasurer

Steven Rich, Secretary

Michele Bova n Dawn Russell
Patricia Nolton o

Joanne Everett Maria Isabel Montova Paul Schilling

Julie Hammack y Kathy Schirmacher

Nancy Perry

Carl Liberatore Christopher Smith

PROFESSIONAL STAFF

Curtis Tucker, General and Artistic Director
Cathy Marshall, Administrative Director
Renee Unsworth, Marketing Consultant

ARTISTIC DIRECTOR'S CIRCLE

Bonnie & Scott Bartosch Joan & Al LeBeau
Phyllis Bucsko Nancy Perry
Michele Bova Chapman Steven Rich
Jane Collins Mona Rooker
Laura Weiss & Robert Dawkins James T Dutton, CPA, DVM &
Nancy & Raymond Frankle Paul J Schilling, MD
Dr. Irwin Hall & Joann Rossi Hall Kathryn & Andrew Schirmacher
Susan & Dr. Patick Hale Christopher Smith
Julie Hammack Shirley Thompson
Hal LaMott Andreea & Phillip Vineyard

First Coast Opera, Inc is a registered nonprofit. We are a proud member of the
National Opera Association and a professional company member of Opera
America.
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Ameriprise ﬁi

Financial

Galleon Capital Advisors

A private wealth advisory practice of
Ameriprise Financial Services, LLC

Feel more confident
and secure about your
financial future.

Let’s work together to identify and document your financial
goals and unique needs. Along the way, we'll meet to
review your progress and update your goals to make sure
you're on track. | am committed to helping you feel more
confident, connected and in control of your financial life.

Call me today to get started.

Christopher Smith, CFP®, APMA®
Private Wealth Advisor

Galleon Capital Advisors
A private wealth advisory practice of
Ameriprise Financial Services, LLC

904.471.9969

2225 Hwy A1A S, Ste B9, St. Augustine, FL 32080
christopher.e.smith@ampf.com
ameripriseadvisors.com/christopher.e.smith

[Not FDIC or NCUA Insured | No Financial Institution Guarantee | May Lose Value |
Certified Financial Planner Board of Standards Inc. owns the certification
marks CFP®, CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNER™ and CFP (with plaque
design) in the U.S.

Ameriprise Financial Services, LLC. Member FINRA and SIPC.

© 2023 Ameriprise Financial, Inc. All rights reserved.




First Coast Opera Donors
2023-2024 SEASON

PREMIER PARTNER
Bank of America Private Bank
SEASON SPONSORS ($10,000+)

Bank of America Private Bank
Florida Arts & Culture (is this how they should be listed?)
Paul J. Schilling, MD and James T. Dutton, CPA, DVM
St. Johns County Tourist Development Council
Truist Foundation

ARTISTIC DIRECTOR LEVEL ($1000 T0 $9999)

Ameriprise Financial, Durant, Schoeppel & Decunto, P.A.,
Fisher Tousey, Attorneys at Law, Gathered Rentals and Events,
Lightner Museum, Matanzas Mortgage Co.,
Paul Nucci Fine Art, The Joseph W. and Faith K Tiberio Charitable Foundation,
The Treasury on the Plaza, The Vineyard Family Foundation.
Bonnie & Scott Bartosch, Phyllis Bucsko, Michele Bova Chapman,
Jane Collins, Laura Weiss & Robert Dawkins,
Nancy & Raymond Frankle, Dr. Irwin Hall & Joann Rossi Hall,
Susan & Dr. Patrick Hale, Julie Hammack, Hal LaMott, Joan & Al LeBeau,
Nancy Perry, Steven Rich, Mona Rooker, Kathryn & Andrew Schirmacher,
Christopher Smith, Shirley Thompson

IN FOND MEMORY

Their tireless support and generous spirit will be remembered.
Dana (Dee) Healey, Moreau Estes, Robert Nied
Brenda Verbeck, Phebe Wehr



The Joseph W & Faith K

9 TIBERIO

Charitable Foundation

Promoting education,
the arts, and
humanitarian endeavors

since 1995

PLEASE CONSIDER FIRST COAST OPERA FOR YOUR
PLANNED GIVING AND LEGACY OPPORTUNITIES

If you have questions, please contact FCO Board Members:

Robert Dawkins (radinjax@yahoo.com)
Fisher, Tousey, Leas & Ball Attorneys at Law

Christopher Smith (christopher.e.smith@ ampf.com)
Ameriprise Financial, Galleon Capital Advisors




MAESTRO LEVEL ($500 T0 $999)

Anastasia Storage, ArtBox 137, Harmony Medical,
Hayward Construction, Hyundai of St. Augustine.
Kerry & Dale Fradley, Deborah & Lee Geanuleas, Wendy & Burry Gowen,
Dr. Bob and Gerri Walker

ARIAS LEVEL ($250 T0 $499)

Craig Funeral Home.
Robin & Danny Berenberg, Helena Binder, Katherine K. Burtin, Marcus M. Cornelius
Ill, Marcella & Paul Gallucci, Marcia & Joseph Lakovitch,
Chris Smith & Gray Mason, Kathy Dodge & Adam Michelin,
Jean & Tom Rahner, Barbara Berlin & Robert Silverman,
Debra Hollingsworth & Mark Stayce, Arthur F. Wildblood,
Linda & Victor Yerrill

CHORUS LEVEL ($100 To $249)

Suzanne & Neil Beck, Eline & Hans Breukhoven, Michael Clark,
Kathleen Clarke, Barbara Crittenden, Dr. Ronald Dixon, Eva Doolittle,
Linda & Peter Dytrych, Robert F. Evans, Mattie Harms,

Lynda & Fred Hathorn, Herb Hudolin, Richard Lahey, Jr.,
Janet & Tyree Landers, Elena & Paul Lankau, Dr. Jan Larson,
Janet Liles, Diane Mataraza & Michael Schleiffer,

Jane M. Mathis, Patricia & Harry Metz, Patricia & John Nolton,
CeCe & Peter Orvis, Marcia & William Pappas, Michael Sanflippo,
Mary Siess, Linda and Jim Tisony, Tina Van Ghent,
Kathleen & James Vande Berg, Gina and Alex Wilson 1ll, John Young
Romanza, in memory of Phebe Wehr.

PATRON LEVEL (up T0 $99)

Phyllis Cipollone, Joanne and Roger Everett, Laurie Keller,
Brian Miller, Dale Marie Roseman, Judy Wenscott

FCO ACKNOWLEDGES AND APPRECIATES

SUPPORT FROM:
g
| “s i
€2 5T, ’\lJ(,i[’ ST_JONNS TRUIST
ARFSE cutrure 7 PONTE VEDRA E Foundation



WE INVITE YOU TO
ATTEND IN PERSON...

VISIT THE ALL NEW HYUNDAI OF ST. AUGUSTINE

HYUNDAI of
ST.AUGUSTINE

exceptional service from exceptional people

Q 1111 Marketplace Drive | St. Augustine, FL 32084
¢ (904) 593-6502 @ HyundaiofStAugustine.com



Dr. Alberto David
1971 Old Moultrie Rd.
St. Augustine, FL. 32086
(904) 829-5111

Brenda Zeigler
Office Manager
Terry Borders, RDH
Cindy Brenner, RDH
Christy Souza, RECPT
Cherry Burchfield, DA

_—- ; Amanda Partin, DA
Office Hours By Appointment Connie Pratt. RDH

WHERBIE WILES

INSURANCE :

400 North Ponce De Leon Blvd
St. Augustine, FL 32084

904.829.2201 | www.HerbieWiles.com

Auto Home Business Life &
Health

CSAN AUGUSTIN

EYE FOUNDATION) William J. Oktavec MD

100 Whetstone Place, Ste 106  Kathleen Krepley MD MHS
Saint Augustine, FL 32086

www.williamjoktavecmd:com Elizabeth McLeod MD

Call Us Today! (904) 826-3937




, 1985 Mizell Road
YOI St. Augustine, FL

STORAGE [

Conveniently located

CENTER just west of the 312

bridge.

From small 5'x5' units to 42' outdoor boat
storage: We have you covered!!

Wash down station on site
for boats and RVs!

(904) 460-9222
asc@personalministorage.com
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HAYWARD CONSTRUCTION
GROUP, LLC

Specializing in all types of
Marine Construction:

Seawalls
Marinas
Docks
Bulkheads

Full-service marine and general construction firm serving the
Northeast Florida area since 2006. HCG specializes in custom
seawalls, docks, boathouses, bulkheads, boat lifts, decks, and
other services for the protection and enhancement of your
waterfront investment.

904-886-7122 HaywardConstructionGroup.com




Friends of First Coast Opera

Kathy Schirmacher, President, Secretary
Denise Baudinet, Vice President
Linda Yerrill, Treasurer

The Friends of First Coast Opera provides volunteer support to the opera company
through assistance with Box Office, Ushering, Membership, Publicity, Artist
Hospitality, Fundraising Events, and in many other ways. Meetings are held every
other month on Tuesday at 1:30 PM at Marsh Creek Country Club. Annual
membership dues are $20 per person. If you would like an “operatunity” to join the
Friends, just send your check payable to Friends of First Coast Opera to Linda Yerrill
at 413 Fiddlers Point Drive, St Aug 32080.

Maggie Barbieri
Denise Baudinet
Anna Benincasa
Michele Bova

Hans & Eline Breukhoven
John Cellucci

Bibiana Cohey

Allen & Helen Cole
Anne Curtis

Judy Dodge

Doni Dowie

Luba Estes

Joanne Everett
Kerry Fradley

Ray & Nancy Frankle
Pat Frison

Paul & Marcelle Gallucci
Renate Hamza

Dima Haobsh

Gail Hart

Nancy Henley

Jess & Katya Hingson
Debra Hollingsworth

Ivan & Linda Kish
Joan & Al LeBeau
Lori Luciano

Cathy Marshall
Yvette Monell
Sandy Murphree
John & Pattie Nolton
John & Virginia Pachay
Nancy Perry

Jean Rahner
MariaChristina Santos
Kathy Schirmacher
Mary Siess

Robert & Toni Siriani
Mark Stacye

Ryan Stark

Nancy Sublett
Christina VanGhent
Kathy Vande Berg
Judy Wenscott

Anne Wiegand

Laura Wright

Linda & Vic Yerrill



Friends of First Coast Opera
The missing piece 1s you!
Join today! Learn more

firstcoastopera.com/friends-of-first-coast-opera
or email friendsoffirstcoastopera@gmail.com

St Francis Inn &

L' S1. AUGUSTINE BED & BREAKFAST

ProubprLy SupporTs FIrsT Coast OPERA

0ld world charm permeates the St.
Francis Inn, dating back to 1791.
Walled courtyard garden, an-
tique-filled rooms and suites, pri-  §
vate balconies, whirlpool tubs, com-
plimentary amenities include full
breakfasts, social hour, desserts,
heated pool, bikes, on-site parking,
all from our Old City location.

279 St. George St., St. Augustine
(904) 824-6068 » 1-800-824-6062
wwuw.stfrancisinn.com
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W. SCOTT/ACETTI, CPA

COWAN & PACETTI, INC
3275 US Hwy 1 South
St. Augustine, FL 32086

office 904.824.8463
fax  904.824.8405
e-mail scott@cowan-pacetti.com

7
d Swiles by
GLENOS &« HADGIS
ORTHODONTISTS

smilesbyGHortho.com

Celebrating the 45th
season of world class music
in St. Augustine, Florida!

Neil Berg's 50 Years of Rock n Roll - March 16 St. Augustine Orchestra- May 4

FIVE CONCERTS
[ewis Auditorium
at Flagler College

Tickets include free
parking and a shuttle

to and from the venue!

TICKETS: EMMACONCERTS.COM OR 904-797-2800

REMAINING DATES: ~

March 7, 2024 and W7,‘2624)

Visit StAugBand.org==a,
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ANNOUNCING AN EXCITING NEW CONCERT SERIES AT THE WATERWORKS!
R Z Continuing Romanza's commitment to bring a
W/ wide variety of outstanding entertainment to

C

ay
St. Augustine, these four concerts are sure to
[ engage audiences!
CONCERT SERIES Oct 28 - Guitar Wizardry

Dr.Jonathan Dotson's amazing uitar skills will span works from Bach
through Rock and an original composition from this guitar virtuoso.

Nov 11- Soiree a Paris
Immerse yourself in anight of music and stories of the incomparable
Edith Piaf as only our own international sensation Yael ZaZa Flamenca
can deliver.

Jan 27, 2024 - On Point
A Cappella Quartet
This internationally renowned Jacksonville favorite will bring a variety
of popular songs from rock to jazz.

Feb 3, 2024 - Dr. Richard Alston
In celebration of Black History Month, this masterful pianist/recitalist
presents classical piano compositions by composers of African-
American Descent

" Tickets 520 . Get yours at
romanzacollage.com

The Waterworks is available through the generous support of the City of St. Augustine and the St. Johns Cultural Council

Nowth Porida

JOMEN'S CHORALE

Kerry Fradley, Director
Kathleen Vande Berg, Accompanist

CELTIC CELEBRATION

A Free Concert Featuring
The Lively Music Of Celtic Cultures

April 28,2024, 4 pm, Sunday

Pals Presbyterian Church
3410 3rd St. S.
\ sl y A(‘ Jacksonville Beach, FL 32250

May 4, 2024, Noon, Saturday
Ancient City Baptist Church
27 Sevilla Street
St..\ugustine‘ FL 32084

PART OF ROMANZA FESTIVALE

FOR
WARRIORS

'-‘x\

)
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Concerts supporting K9s for Warriors

www.womenschorale.org




St. : s
Augustine

Orchestra

Scott C, Gregg, Artistic Director

WINTER CONCERT
AT Tocor CrReek HicH ScHooL
Fripay, MarcH 8, 2024 8pMm

SPRING CONCERT w/ EMMA
AT LEWIS AUDITORIUM
SATURDAY, May 4, 204 7:30pM

AFTERNOON TEA
AT ST. ANASTASIA CATHOLIC CHURCH
SATURDAY, May 11, 2024 4:00pMm

To PURCHASE TICKETS:
WWW.STAUGUSTINEORCHESTRA.COM

JOINUSFOR ™~ /
A MESSIAH SING-IN
- DECEMBERI7TH

AN

e

COMMUNITY
CHORUS

WE'RE PRESENTING FOUR STAGED READINGS
AS PART OF OUR 2023-2024 SE N

All Staged Readings are Presented at The Center for Spiritual Living -
1795 Old Moultrie Rd, St. Augustine

Main
Productions

atThe Waterworks

belle tries to prepare her hyper-
sensitive, hy?:ocﬁondriacamn

for "the feminine caller."

February 9, 2024

A2 STI0HNS

#n% (CULTURAL CUUNCIL

AUGUSTINE | PONTE VEDRA | F

www.aclassictheatre.org

The Watenworks is available through the generous support of the City of St. Augustine

'ART" Salon de Paris
- tedb stl,l:'!inagﬁzaH Dl_:\y Am l:lw-yaléier Gollgi';d
ransia ristopher Hampton irecte race Re .
| D'fe;“{ e B An original play, Cutures colide Dhacied by Wacheel Lo
low much wou r a white amid the elegance of a salon .
painting? Would it mgtatyerwho the catering to a refined “mature” Dacomber 110, 2023
painter was? Would it be art? clientele, to the consternation of
November 3, 2023 IR % ey s
el LlSune
P by Willy Russell
For Whom the Other Desert Cities Directed by Cindy Alexander
Southern Belle Tolls by John Robin Baitz featuring Francesca Bellavista
b.y Christopher Dural:\g Directed by Hazel Robinson March 1-10, 2024
Dt'j';e‘:te& by D:W_’; Km?e Bb;ooke returr;s}l:ome af;ter a J.‘»-),'e«'fnl'“|
In this arodé of The Glass absence to celebrate Christmas wit T
Menage'.:ie, afading Southern her family, when she announces she's @LPLES

about to publish a memoir dredging
up a pivotal event in the family's
history they don't want revisited.

April 12, 2024

A Musical Directed by Cliff Parrish
May 3-12, 2024

A CLASSIC
THEATRE

Yecr

and the St. Johns Cultural Coundil
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BOARD CERTIFIED PLASTIC SURGEON

We are proud to support our
local artists and enjoy the show!

AMERICAN SOCIETY OF
(/D PLASTIC SURGEONS

(?04) 245-1320 - WWW. ANHVUMD.COM
301 HEALTH PARK BLVD., SUITE 109, ST. AUGUSTINE, FL

BOTOX & JUVEDERM - FACE & NECK LIFTS - TUMMY TUCKS
FACETITE - NEOGRAFT® HAIR TRANSPLANT - BREAST AUGMENTATIONS
VASER LIPO - BODYTITE - COOLSCULPT® - LASER RESURFACING
MORPHEUS8 THERAPY - IPL TREATMENTS




Gy Arthiur Sullivan an_g(:‘mi?

Ll

FripAay, MARrcH 15, 2024

SunDAY, MARCH 17, 2024 MATINEE
Lewis Auditorium, 14 Granada St, St. Augustine

Be swept away by Gilbert and Sullivan’s beloved
operetta. Unforgettable characters and catchy tunes
will have you tapping your toes, laughing out loud,
and leave you wanting more. So gather your chums
and join us for a rollicking spring jaunt.

Curtis Tucker,
General and Artistic Director

TIcKETS & INFORMATION:
FirstCoastOpera.com
fcopera@gmail.com

P




La Boheme

Music by Giacomo Puccini
Libretto by Luigi Illica and Giuseppe Giacosa

VI <ttt e e e ettt e e e e e et r e e e e e e e s aneees Julia Radosz
IMIUSETEA .eeeeeiiieiet ettt et e e e e e s ee e e e e e s annees McKenna Slack
(20 Te [o] 1o T PP PPRR Ganson Salmon
...................................................................................... Steve Valenzuela
.................................................................................... Thomas Gunther

.... Edwin Jhamaal Davis

Benoit and AlCINAOrO.......eevueiiiiiiiieieeee e Paul Houghtaling
ParpiSNOl c...eeeeiieieeeeee e s Jack Sumrall, 11l
Child Wanting TrUMPEL ......cccuiieeeiie et evee e e Lila Donnelly
WaAItEIS coeieieieieeeeeeeeeeeee e Charles Ross, Christina Santos

Chorus of vendors, shoppers, and holiday revelers

(070 Vo 18 ot o] USSR Curtis Tucker
L= T L B[ =Tor (o] SO PP PPPPPPPPPPPPPPRE Helena Binder
SCENIC DESIZNET it iiiiiiiieee ettt et et e e s s e abae e e e e s sesanres Tony Cisek
COSTUME DESIZNET ...vveieeeee ettt e e eaee e sree e e e e e Alan Michael Smith
Lighting DESIZNET ..veviie it e e e e e e Patrick W. Mathis

Hair & Makeup Designer Gina Makarova
Props and Set Pieces Manager ........ccceeeevvveeeeieieeesiieeeeseeeeeseeee e enveeas Jean Rahner

StABE MaANAGEN.cccii i ittt e Jennifer Collins Hard

There will be one twenty-minute intermission between Acts 2 and 3.



Why a 1960s La Boheme?

71

By Helena Binder, Director -- When | saw this photo in the New York Times Book
Review some years ago, of the poet Allen Ginsberg, | thought, “This is my La
Boheme”. It felt natural to set the story in the age of the Beat Generation. |
imagined the tale of the young poet and his friends, on the roof of a tenement
building, still holding inner dreams and ideals. Bohemians if you will, perhaps
American ex-pats who, in a quest for inspiration, free love and no doubt, escape
from the looming escalation of the Vietnam War, move to Paris to pursue art and
romance.

At the time | recalled a film | had seen called “Next Stop Greenwich Village” about a
group of friends, all artistic types, living in lower Manhattan in 1960, and as |
rewatched it, | was astounded by the parallels to the story of La Boheme, in which a
poet and a painter are friends and roommates. With the film in mind, | started
researching Ginsburg, Jack Kerouac, Neal Cassady and the painters of the era,
Jackson Pollack, Mark Rothko and others.

But the reimagining of any opera must be supported by the libretto, the text.
Although the original opera was set in 1830 and was first performed in 1896, there
are always young, poor artists living in Paris. But what about the parade of soldiers
in Act II? The Border patrol in Act llI? Would the libretto allow for updating to the
early 60’s and how does it connect with us today?

In 1962 France granted Algeria, a French colony, its independence, which began a
massive wave of immigration into France. Charles De Gaulle was a major force in
this which made him very unpopular with certain French Nationalists. There was a



lot of dissension and unrest and several attempts were made on De Gaulle’s life.
The whole notion of who was a Frenchman and who was not, was called into
qguestion and many were suspicious of the Algerian people. This seemed to align
with the nationalism of the Act Il parade and the opening of Act Ill when
presumably, guards are checking identification papers.

And what was happening here in the United States? John Glenn orbited the earth,
the Cuban Missile Crisis threatened nuclear war, Marilyn Monroe was found dead,
and the U.S. commitment to Vietnam, begun in ‘61, deepened. | could imagine our
group of Bohemian ex-pats living in the midst of these events, searching for a little
joy on Christmas eve, struggling with a virulent disease, making art on their meager
funds and navigating love in a difficult world. Our Rodolfo writes his poetry on a
typewriter and our Marcello paints in the abstract, but much has not changed in
the world since 1830 or 1896 or 1962. Which is why the story of La Boheme still
resonates today.
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Synopsis

ACTI

The poet Rodolfo lives in a shabby garret in Paris with his friends and other ex-pats,
the painter Marcello, the philosopher Colline and the musician and part-time gigolo
Schaunard. On Christmas eve they are having difficulty staying warm but after
tricking the landlord to forgo the rent, they go off to the Café Momus to celebrate.
Rodolfo lags behind to finish writing an article when his neighbor, a shy seamstress
named Mimi, comes by looking for a light for her candle. Despite her obvious frail



condition, the two are drawn to each other and after pledging their love, go off to
join the others at the Café Momus.

ACTII

The Bohemians are enjoying the Christmas eve festivities and the outdoor café
when Musetta, Marcello's former lover, arrives on the arm of her new, older
companion, Alcindoro. She taunts Marcello with her popularity but ultimately, still
very much in love with him, feigns an aching foot and sends Alcindoro running off
in search of another pair of shoes. Musetta and Marcello embrace as a parade
comes by and all the Bohemians join in the celebratory atmosphere.

INTERMISSION
ACT Il

Well into winter, Musetta and Marcello are living above a tavern where he paints
and she gives singing lessons. They can't stop fighting, mostly because of Musetta's
flirting and Marcello's jealousy. Mimi arrives, much sicker than before, looking for
Marcello’s help. Rodolfo has broken up with her and left under the pretext that
she is unfaithful to him. He has been staying at the tavern and when he comes out,
Mimi hides. She overhears the real reason Rodolfo has left her. He can see that
Mimi is getting sicker and he is wracked with guilt and shame that he hasn't the
money to provide better care for her. Mimi, shocked and distraught at news of the
truth, makes her presence known and she and Rodolfo agree to stay together until
the spring. Meanwhile, Marcello and Musetta fight bitterly and she leaves him.

ACTIV

As spring blooms, Rodolfo and Marcello are back living in the garret with Colline
and Schaunard, lamenting how much they miss Mimi and Musetta. Some lively
antics are interrupted when Musetta arrives unexpectedly to say that the failing
Mimi is waiting outside and wants to see Rodolfo one last time. Rodolfo carries her
in and they recall their love and happy times together as the others contemplate
how to pay for some medicine. Musetta and Marcello reconcile and Colline and
Schaunard each bid Mimi farewell. In a quiet moment, Mimi dies leaving Rodolfo
distraught.



Artist Biographies

Julia Radosz (Mimi) began the 2022-2023 season with
a debut with Hrvatsko Narodno Kazaliste Split
(National Croatian Theater of Split) as Amelia in Un
ballo in maschera. Other engagements included 18
performances of La Boheme (Musetta) throughout
theaters in Spain and France, including Madrid, Paris,
Segovia, and Carcassonne. The 2020-2021 season,
included a debut with the National Moravian-Silesian
Theater in Czech Republic as Marietta/Marie in
Korngold’s Die tote Stadt, a gala with the Metropolitny Orchester Bratlslava an
opera gala in Presov, Slovakia, and solo recitals at The University Club in Orlando,
The Palffy Palac in Bratislava, and the Peterskirche in Vienna.

McKenna Slack (Musetta) performed with First Coast
Opera in their 2023 spring gala ‘Evening of Arias: Diva
Edition.” Some of her notable performance credits include
Susanna, Le nozze di Figaro; Rosalinde, Die Fledermaus;
Fiordiligi, Cosi fan tutte; Rusalka, Rusalka; Musetta, La
boheme; Laetitia, The Old Maid and the Thief; Gretel,
Hdnsel und Gretel; Dido, Dido and Aeneas; Noémie,
Cendrillon; Chloé, Daphnis et Chloé; Yum-Yum, The Mikado;

‘ Elena, Il cappello di paglia di Firenze. She holds a Bachelor
of Arts degree in music from Point Loma Nazarene University in San Diego,
California, and a Master of Music degree in Vocal Performance from the University
of North Florida.

Ganson Salmon (Rodolfo) has appeared as Prince Karl
Franz in The Student Prince with Regina Opera. Last
summer, Salmon appeared as Don José in Carmen and
jumped in as Rodolfo in La bohéme with Tel Aviv
Summer Opera. Other recent performances include
Ernesto in Don Pasquale with the Ball State Symphony
Orchestra and Pinkerton in Madama Butterfly with
Indianapolis Opera. In 2021, Mr. Salmon was a Vocal
Fellow at Ravinia’s Steans Music Institute, and a
Gerdine Young Artist with Opera Theater of St. Louis. An Indiana native, Ganson
Salmon received his Master’s degree from Mannes School of Music in NYC.

Steve Valenzuela (Marcello) has performed standard and contemporary opera,
musical theater, concert and oratorio work, as well as a few stints in commercial
acting. He has performed with many nationally recognized opera companies



including Opera Project Columbus, Shreveport Opera,
Utah Opera, Utah Festival Opera, and Florentine Opera,
including the title role in Don Giovanni, Conte Almaviva
and Figaro in Le Nozze di Figaro, Marcello in La Bohéme,
Samuel in Un Ballo in Maschera, Howard in David T.
Little’s Dog Days, and Sam in Trouble in Tahiti. He
received his Master of Music degree from Louisiana State
University and his Bachelors of Music from Western
Connecticut State University.

Thomas Gunther (Schaunard) was most recently seen
with First Coast Opera as Eisenstein in Die Fledermaus
(2023) and The Golden Age of Opera (2022). He has
appeared as Scarpia in Tosca and Marcello in La
Boheme with Soo Opera Theater. He has performed
with Union Avenue Opera, the Schenectady Symphony,
Winter Opera of St. Louis, Soo Opera Theatre, Opera in
the Heights, the Dominican Republic National
Symphony, Des Moines Metro Opera, Opera Theatre of
St. Louis, and the Merola Opera Program. Gunther completed his doctoral
coursework from the University of Kentucky and is currently Professor of Voice at
The Omaha Conservatory of Music in Nebraska and Adjunct Professor at Doane
University.

Edwin Jhamaal Davis (Colline) debuts the role of Colline
with First Coast Opera, Amelia Island Opera, and
Intermountain Opera Bozeman. In the current season, he
performed the role of Bass 2/Pilgrim in X: The Life &
Times of Malcolm X at both the Metropolitan Opera and
Seattle Opera. This past summer, he joined San Francisco
Opera’s prestigious Merola Opera Program where he
performed Sarastro in Die Zauberfléte as well as excerpts
as Banquo in Macbeth. In the 2022-2023 season, he
appeared as Bass 2 in X: The Life & Times of Malcolm X;
Masetto and Il Commendatore, Don Giovanni; the King,
Aida; and made his Carnegie Hall debut in Verdi’s Requiem.
Edwin is a proud native of Utica, MS.

Paul Houghtaling (Benoit and Alcindoro) is a bass-baritone
and stage director who has performed and directed a wide
variety of repertoire through the U.S. and abroad. Career
highlights include a highly lauded debut with the Central
City Opera as the comic lead in Friml’s Rose Marie;




featured vocalist on the Philip Glass soundtrack to Reggio’s film Nagoyqatsi for
SONY; and the Laughing Sun in the Glass/Beni Montresor collaboration, The
Witches of Venice. He boasts several Carnegie Hall solo appearances with Cecelia
Chorus of New York, American Composers Orchestra, and others. He is Professor
of Music and Director of Opera at the University of Alabama.

Jack G. Sumrall lll (Parpignol) makes his debut with First
Coast Opera. A conductor, tenor, and composer, he holds
degrees in conducting from Stetson University and the
University of North Florida, where he is an Academic
Advisor for music and fine arts students. As a champion
for new music, he has premiered several works by voice
and by baton. As a composer, Jack is published on J.W.
Pepper.

Artistic Team

Curtis Tucker celebrates his tenth season as General and
Artistic Director with First Coast Opera. During his tenure,
the company has expanded its performances and budget
and been recognized as a Professional Company Member
of Opera America. This season he directs Copland’s
America, conducts La Bohéme, and sings Major General
Stanley in The Pirates of Penzance. Elsewhere, he has led
concerts and productions for Cincinnati Opera, Opera
Memphis, Opera Saratoga, Syracuse Opera, Mobile Opera,
University of Mobile, and the University of North

Florida. His original family opera, The Trial of B. B. Wolf, was performed at the
annual conference of the National Opera Association, and his opera The Stranger’s
Tale recently received a performance grant from United Arts of Central Florida.

Helena Binder (Stage Director) returns to FCO where
she directed Opera Mystique (2023), La Traviata (2021)
and Madama Butterfly (2017). A theatre professional
for more than 40 years, Helena Binder was an actor
and director of plays and musicals before focusing her
career on opera, allowing her to bring her wit and
warmth to many of the finest companies in the United
States. Her innovative and imaginative productions
have been seen at New York City Opera, Dallas, Minnesota, Atlanta, Pittsburgh,
Portland, Anchorage and Palm Beach Opera, Wolf Trap, Opera Saratoga, Opera
Omaha, Opera Idaho, Opera North, Chattanooga Symphony and Opera, Syracuse,
Roanoke and Toledo Opera among many others.




Tony Cisek (Scenic Designer) previously collaborated with
Ms. Binder on La Bohéme and Macbeth at Opera North,
and The Elixir of Love with Wolf Trap Opera. Other recent
productions include Blue (New Orleans Opera), Ink (Round
House Theatre), The Color Purple (Denver Center), Selling
Kabul (Signature), Thurgood (Peoples Light), and Choir Boy
(ACT). Other credits include Roundabout, Guthrie,
Goodman, South Coast Rep, Cincinnati Playhouse, Ford’s,
Folger, Actors Theatre of Louisville, Baltimore Center
Stage, Milwaukee Rep, Indiana Rep, Syracuse Stage, New
York Theatre Workshop, Cleveland Play House, Woolly Mammoth, Studio, The
Kennedy Center.

Alan Michael Smith (Costume Designer) Smith’s work
has been seen on the First Coast Opera stage in Opera
Mystique (2023), HMS Pinafore (2020), The Marriage of
Figaro (2019), Madame Butterfly (2017), and La Vie
Parisienne (2016). Smith has worked as a freelance
Costume Designer on Broadway and for various regional
theaters in and around New York. As a member of the
Theatrical Wardrobe Union, Alan has been associated
with over 15 Broadway shows in the last 30 years. He
had the pleasure of being the Resident Costume
Designer for 8 years at Opera Saratoga and currently for 7 years at First Coast
Opera. Mr. Smith is also the Resident Costume Designer at Wagner College for the
past 15 years.

Patrick W. Mathis (Lighting Designer) Patrick holds an
MFA in Theatre Design and Technologies from Utah State
University and a BS in Information Science and
Technology from Mercer University. He has worked in
theatre and live entertainment across the nation and
internationally in the areas of technical theatre, as well as
lighting and media design. Patrick is a member of
CITT/ICTS, USITT, and Actors Equity. He currently proudly
serves as Assistant Professor of Design and Technology at
Flagler College.

ina Makarova (Hair & Makeup Designer) has worked with Opera Orlando on Frida
Kahlo and the Bravest Girl in the World, Baseball: A Musical Love Letter, King for a



Day and Lizbeth, while as an assistant she worked on The
Secret River, Rigoletto, La Traviata, Carmen and many others.
She is working with Orlando Ballet’s new production of The
Nutcracker, and was the hair and makeup artist for
productions such as Dracula, Moulin Rouge, and A Streetcar
Named Desire, and she will be returning this season for The
Sleeping Beauty and Casanova. Gina is also the Makeup
Consultant for Phantasmagoria Orlando and has designed a
handful of productions at Winter Park Playhouse and
Valencia College.

Jennifer Collins Hard (Stage Manager) is the Production
Manager and a faculty member at Williams College in
Williamstown, MA and has also served on the faculty of
Missouri State University and Dartmouth College.
Jennifer has worked as a Stage Manager with Virginia
Opera, Opera Omaha, Opera North, Omaha Symphony,
Kansas City Ballet, Kansas City Repertory Theatre,
McLeod Summer Playhouse, Dartmouth College and
Williams College. Jennifer received an MFA in Stage
Management from the University of Missouri Kansas
City and is a proud member of Actors Equity.
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Chorus

David Abraham . Robert McTyre
Lila Donelly
Shannon Acevedo Susan Nowell
. Beth Forby
Anna Caroline Bergstol . Parker Odom
. Sheridan Kelly .
Jessica Bergstol Steven Rich
. Tamara Law
Melanie Corallo . . Ryan Stark
. Ginger Lindberg
Natalie Corallo . . Jack Sumrall, 111
Kristen Mastromarchi .
Hope Cruse Laura Weiss
Supernumeraries
Charles Ross Christina Santos
Orchestra

Victoria Stjerna, Concertmaster

Flute Trumpet Violin
Don Gottlieb Joe Jamerson AJ Pullium
Kaitlin Smedley

Oboe Trombone Judy Steinmeyer
Kristin Kusic Charlie Propper Christopher D’Avilar
Clarinet Harp Viola
James Hall Isabelle Scott Breanna Lang
Kevin Clausen Armando Atanda

Percussion/Timpani
Bassoon Paige DeDecker Cello
Nathan Michaelson Nathan Ealum
Claudia Beshears

Horn
Sean Morgan Double Bass
Matt Monroe Aaron Kinman

Orchestral edition by Bryan Higgins, by arrangement with
Motet Music Publishing Company.



BARRY DRILL PIANO SERVICE

Expert Piano Tuning & Repair
We Are a Multi City Business

« Specialty A — 440 Studio/Concert Tuning

» Piano Restoration Specialist

» Complete Piano Action Regulation/Restringing
» Value Appraisals

« ‘Ivories’ /Key Tops Replacement

 Piano Detailing/New Piano Setup

 Servicing All Makes & Models

» 25 Years of Professional Experience

« Anything Concerning Pianos — Pianos A To Z

* We Also Move Pianos

« And We Give Piano Lessons

For Immediate Service :
. Call (904) 540-2825
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Production Staff

ArtistiC DIr€CTOr..cciiiiiiiiiiii e Curtis Tucker
STABE DIFECTON .eeiiiiiieietee ettt e e et e e s Helena Binder
] =T VT P Y USRS Jennifer Collins Hard
Assistant Stage Manager .....ooueveiieeiiieeiee e Marinette Gomez
Rehearsal ACCOMPANIST....cuuieiiiiiieiiie et Yelena Kurdina
(0 oY AT IRV - 1 1 =1 S SPRS Kerry Fradley
Chorus ACCOMPANIST ....ceiuiiiiiieriieiiee ettt Keith Teppen
Orchestra Contractor......ccovcveeeirieeeeeiee e Music by Pegge, LLC
Property Master.. ... e Jean Rahner
Props CrEW .. .cceeeeieeeeiieeerieee et e esvee e see e e e s Kerry Fradley, Nancy Perry,

.............................. Thomas Rahner, Andrew Schirmacher, Kathy Schirmacher
StAge CreW ...cocveeeeeiieee ettt Wyatt Matlock, Charles Ross, Ryan Stark
SUPEItItIE OPEIatOr...cciiceiiiicieee ettt eeaee e saaee s Katie Matson
Wardrobe SUPEIVISOT .......uiiiiiieeieciie et ree et ere e e e Deb Smith
Wardrobe Crew ........ccoccveeeeciieeeeeee e Hope Cruse, Christina Santos
Wig & Makeup AsSiSTant.......cceeririiieieiiieecceee e Carole Spivey

totallystalgustine.com
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Special Thanks BEFORE the MATINEE...

FCO would like to recognize the - ENJOY SUNDAY BRUNCH
following people and organizations. : . 9:30 - 100 s
A Classic Theatre g - OR BEFORE :
Friends of First Coast Opera ' the EVENING SHOW
Limelight Theatre, Inc

St. Anastasia Catholic Church : DINNER FROM 5 P M

St. Augustine Ballet

Trinity Parish . and AFTER the SHOW
The Vault & Co. ‘ JO|N us FOR

Kerry Fradley < COFFEE & DESSERTI

Ron Marshall e 7
Nancy Perry . C’ourtydi’d‘@zmﬂcq/
Tom Rahner 5 :

Kathy & Andy Schirmacher
Dr. Paul Schilling

Hosts and Drivers

Thank you to our hosts and drivers for
accommodating our visiting artists.

Michele Bova

Corry Connors

Gail Hart

Ron and Cathy Marshall
Sandy Murphree

Nancy Perry

Steven Rich

Curt Tucker

CASUAL DINING
HISTORIC LOCATION

904.824.7211 - 102 San Marco Ave.
St. Augustine, FL
www.RaintreeRestaurant.com
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ART BOX
137

A mixed-use destination
gallery and creative
space dedicated to
spreading positive
energy, placing amazing
art in great homes and
businesses, and offering
a beautiful spot to get
your own creative juices
flowing.

137 King Street Street®

Augustine, FL 32084 §
(904) 704-1121
artbox-137.com
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ANS CANCER CENTER

Leaders in Proton Therapy

WHOLE-PATIENT CARE
DESIGNED FOR T4,

We are proud to provide comprehensive cancer care
and support to our community.

+ All Modalities of Radiation Therapy, Including Proton Therapy
+ Onsite Imaging and Diagnostic Services
+ Same and Next-Day Consultations
+ Access to Oncology Social Workers and Support Groups
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ACKERMAN &% ACKERMAN &% ACKERMAN
UROLOGY "4 BREAST CLINIC sy CANCER

FOUNDATION
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(904) 880-5522 | AckermanCancerCenter.com



PAUL NUCCI FINE ART
Celebra 6‘/}(;/ the ﬂm//?m/y

Paul Nucci Fine Art - Pastel Paintings that Celebrate the Ordinary.
Panuc1318@yahoo.com - paulnuccifineart.com




Morgan Stanley

PRIVATE WEALTH MANAGEMENT

The Stella Williams Group
at Morgan Stanley

Private Wealth Management
s Proud To Support

First Coast Opera

David J. Stella Theresa A. Williams
Family Wealth Director Family Wealth Director
Senior Vice President Senior Vice President

Private Wealth Advisor Private Wealth Advisor

201 E. Pine Street, 11th Floor
Orlando, FL 32801
4O7-849-4 764
advisor.morganstanley.com/
the-stella-williams-group

© 2023 Morgan Stanley Private Wealth Management, a division of
Morgan Stanley Smith Barney LLC. Member SIPC.
PWMQO2 CRC 5067527 11/22 CS 9899356



GATHERED

N\ /
Reniols & Event

Children’s parties to retirement soirées!
From start to finish!

Check us out on Instagram

@gathered.rentals.events
904-599-9505
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Bubble House Mint Bouncer Retro Booth QWhite Bou... Photo Booth Festival Flags



THE TRIUMFH OF NATURE

Art Nouveau from the Chrysler Museum of Art
November 17, 2023 - March 15, 2024

Lightner

MUSEUM

Learn more at hghtnermuseum.org




THE TREASURY  LIGHTNER MUSEUM

ON THE PLAZA WEDDINGS & EVENTS

At The Treasury Venue Collection,
we are proud to represent
two local jewels for weddings and
special events 1n St. Augustine:
The Treasury on The Plaza and
The Lightner Museum.

THE TREASURY 't LIGHTNER
ON THE PLAZA " e MUSEUM

mfo@the’l'reasuryCollection.com

904-217-0077

TreasuryOnThePlaza.com | LightnerMuseum.org




Teresa A. Radzinski 824 A1A Hwy N, Suite 300

§ i Ponte Vedra Beach, FL 32082
Managing Director

Private Client Advisor T 904-686-3517
Institutional Client Advisor teresa.radzinski@bofa.com

privatebank.bankofamerica.com

BANK OF AMERICA %7 PRIVATE BANK



First Coast Opera, Inc.
PO Box 2223
St. Augustine, FL. 32085

904-417-5555 + fcopera@gmail.com

FirstCoastOpera.com

First Coast Opera is committed to making
our productions accessible to all our patrons.

Super Titling is provided at this venue.

This playbill is available online at
A4 firstcoastopera.com/la-boheme

Una version en espaiiol del programa estd
disponible en nuestro sitio web en

firstcoastopera.com/la-boheme

Should you need it, a large print version of the
\ program is available upon request.
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