
   



 



From the President 
 

Welcome to the 25th season of the First Coast Opera. 
We’ve come a long way in those 25 years and are 
presenting our most exciting season ever as our 
Artistic Director Curtis Tucker continues to provide us 
with creative and innovative leadership and 
programming. 
 
Our first program, Carousel à la Carte, is a delightful 
departure from our usual concerts as we present 
music from the much-loved Rodgers and 

Hammerstein musical Carousel, featuring a cabaret-style evening of tasty food 
from Chef Noberto and a cast of six delightful singers to entertain us with the 
music of Carousel. 
 
To ring in the New Year we will present a fully staged, orchestrated production 
of Rossini’s The Barber of Seville. This quirky comic opera is full of intrigue, 
romance, and gorgeous singing. Join us for a December 29, Sunday matinee or 
raise a glass of champagne on December 31 at 7:30 as a special way to 
celebrate the coming of the New Year. As always, this program will be 
presented in the historical Lewis Auditorium of Flagler College. 
 
25 years ago, the first full-length fully-staged opera presented by First Coast 
Opera was The Magic Flute by Wolfgang Mozart. This season, on March 21 and 
22 we will again present this charming opera to our patrons. The cast of 
delightful and whimsical characters will be filled by many of our favorite 
singers. Kirk Auditorium, on the Campus of the School for Deaf and Blind, will 
be the site of this performance. There is plenty of free parking there and a 
beautifully renovated theater. 
 
We value your enthusiastic support of First Coast Opera both through 
attendance at our programs and through your continued generous giving. We 
must rely less on public funding, so you patrons are our lifeline to be able to 
present these wonderful programs. Thank you for your generous and ongoing 
support. Here’s to a terrific 25th Season and many more! 
 

Kerry Fradley 
Kerry Fradley, President 
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FOUNDERS BARBARA NORRIS AND ANTHONY FAST 

 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 

Kerry Fradley, President 
Paul Schilling, Vice President 
Robert Dawkins, Treasurer 

Steven Rich, Secretary 
Michele Bova 
Joanne Everett 
Julie Hammack 
 

Patricia Nolton 
Maria Isabel Montoya 

Nancy Perry 

Dawn Russell 
Kathy Schirmacher 
Christopher Smith 

 

PROFESSIONAL STAFF 
 

Curtis Tucker, General and Artistic Director 
Cathy Marshall, Administrative Director 
Renee Unsworth, Marketing Consultant 

 

ARTISTIC DIRECTOR'S CIRCLE 
 

Bonnie & Scott Bartosch 
Phyllis Bucsko 
Michele Bova Chapman 
Jane Collins 
Laura Weiss & Robert Dawkins 
Nancy & Raymond Frankle 
Dr. Irwin Hall & Joann Rossi Hall 
Susan & Dr. Patick Hale 
Julie Hammack 
Hal LaMott 

Joan & Al LeBeau 
Nancy Perry 
Steven Rich 

Mona Rooker 
James T Dutton, CPA, DVM & 

Paul J Schilling, MD 
Kathryn & Andrew Schirmacher 

Christopher Smith 
Shirley Thompson 
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First Coast Opera, Inc is a registered nonprofit.  We are a proud member of the 
National Opera Association and a professional company member of Opera 
America.  
 
 

 



   



 

First Coast Opera Donors 
2023-2024 SEASON 

 

SEASON SPONSORS ($10,000+) 
 

Paul J. Schilling, MD and James T. Dutton, CPA, DVM 
St. Johns County Tourist Development Council 

 

ARTISTIC DIRECTOR LEVEL ($1000 TO $9999) 
 

Ackerman Oncology; Ameriprise Financial; Fisher Tousey, Attorneys at Law;  
Morgan Stanley Wealth Management; Paul Nucci Fine Art;  

The Radzinski Family; The Joseph W. and Faith K Tiberio Charitable Foundation; 
The Vineyard Family Foundation. 

Bonnie & Scott Bartosch, Phyllis Bucsko, Michele Bova Chapman,  
Jane Collins, Laura Weiss & Robert Dawkins,  

Nancy & Raymond Frankle, Dr. Irwin Hall & Joann Rossi Hall,  
Susan & Dr. Patrick Hale, Julie Hammack, Hal LaMott, Joan & Al LeBeau,  

Nancy Perry, Steven Rich, Mona Rooker, Kathryn & Andrew Schirmacher, 
Christopher Smith, Shirley Thompson 

 
MAESTRO LEVEL ($500 TO $999) 

 
Anastasia Storage, ArtBox 137, Harmony Medical, 
Hayward Construction, Hyundai of St. Augustine. 

David Abraham, Kerry & Dale Fradley, Marcelle & Paul Gallucci, Deborah & Lee 
Geanuleas, Wendy & Burry Gowen, Chris Smith & Gray Mason, 

Clifford Parrish, Thomas Rodgers, Tina Van Ghent, Dr. Bob and Gerri Walker  
 

ARIAS LEVEL ($250 TO $499) 
 

Craig Funeral Home. 
Robin & Danny Berenberg, Helena Binder, Katherine K. Burtin, Michael Clark, 

Marcus M. Cornelius III, Dr. Ronald Dixon, Marcia & Joseph Lakovitch,  
Dr. Jan Larson, Jane M. Mathis, Kathy Dodge & Adam Michelin, 

Jean & Tom Rahner, Barbara Berlin & Robert Silverman, 
Debra Hollingsworth & Mark Stayce, Arthur F. Wildblood, 

Linda & Victor Yerrill, John Young 
  



 

 



 

CHORUS LEVEL ($100 TO $249) 
 

Anonymous, Suzanne & Neil Beck, Eline & Hans Breukhoven,  
Sandy and Tom Burke, Kathleen Clarke, Barbara Crittenden, Eva Doolittle,  

Linda & Peter Dytrych, Robert F. Evans, Joanne and Roger Everett, Mattie Harms, 
Lynda & Fred Hathorn, Herb Hudolin, Janet & Tyree Landers, Elena & Paul Lankau,  

Janet Liles, Lori & Robert Luciano, Brian Miller, Patricia & Harry Metz,  
Patricia & John Nolton, Dr. Quenton and Mrs. Lorraine Novinger, 

CeCe & Peter Orvis, Marcia & William Pappas, Diane Mataraza & Michael Schleiffer, 
Michael Sanflippo, Mary Alice and Paul Sapp, Susan Stone, 

Mary Siess, Linda and Jim Tisony, Kathleen & James Vande Berg,  
Judy Wendscott, Gina and Alex Wilson III 

 

PATRON LEVEL (UP TO $99) 
 

Phyllis Cipollone, Margaret Hershey, Laurie Keller, Richard Lahey, Jr.,  
Robert Luciano, Brian Miller, Dale Marie Roseman, Judy Wenscott 

 

 
FCO ACKNOWLEDGES AND APPRECIATES 

SUPPORT FROM:  
 

 

 

ACCESSIBILITY 

 
First Coast Opera is committed to accessible productions for all patrons. 

  
This playbill is available online at  
www.firstcoastopera.com/carousel-a-la-carte 
 

Should you need it, a large print 
version of the program is 
available upon request. 

 



 
 



   



   



   



 

 



   



 

Selections from Carousel 
Music by Richard Rodgers 

Book & Lyrics by Oscar Hammerstein II 
First Performed at the Majestic Theatre, New York City, April 19, 1945 

 
The Carousel Waltz ................................................................................. Piano 
Mister Snow .................................................. Carrie Pipperidge & Julie Jordan 
If I Loved You ........................................................ Billy Bigelow & Julie Jordan 
June is Bustin Out All Over ..................................... Nettie Fowler & Company 
When the Children Are Asleep ..................... Enoch Snow & Carrie Pipperidge 
Soliloquy ....................................................................................... Billy Bigelow 
A Real Nice Clambake ........................................................................ Company 
Geraniums in the Winder ..............................................................Enoch Snow 
What’s the Use of Wond’rin? ........................................................ Julie Jordan 
You’ll Never Walk Alone ..................................................... Nettie & Company 
 

Enhanced Ticket Reception 
O Captain! My Captain! 
           ...................................... Music by Curtis Tucker, Text by Walt Whitman 
My Name is Alondra, Movement II 
            .................................. Music by Omar Najmi, Text by Alondra Bobadilla 
More Than Our Own Caves, Movement V 
           .................................... Music by Omar Najmi, Text by Marlanda Dekine 
Shop Terminal C 
           ................ Music by Curtis Tucker, Text by Westfield Concession Mgmt. 

   
Cast 

 
Carrie Pipperidge ................................................................ Megan Warburton 
Julie Jordan ................................................................. Lauren Nash Silberstein 
Billy Bigelow .......................................................................... Steve Valenzuela 
Nettie Fowler ............................................................................ Gloria Palermo 
Enoch Snow ................................................................................... Omar Najmi 
Townsman ................................................................................ Wyatt Matlock 
 

Production Team 
Director ....................................................................................... Curtis Tucker 
Pianist .......................................................................................... Keith Teepen 
Costumer .................................................................................. Deborah Smith 
Production Assistant ................................................................ Wyatt Matlock 



 

Director’s Notes 
 

For a long time, opera companies did not perform 
American musicals.  We were firmly rooted in the 
traditions of European opera and eventually operas from 
the Americas and other parts of the world.  But Golden 
Age Broadway musicals were written for classically-
trained voices, performed without amplification.  The 
same cannot be said of most new Broadway musicals.  As 
a result, opera companies now celebrate these works 
and more often keep these classics alive. 

 
Richard Rodgers and Oscar Hammerstein II epitomize Broadway’s Golden Age, 
ushering it in with Oklahoma! in 1943.  Next followed Carousel in 1945, which 
according to his autobiography Musical Stages, was Rodgers’ favorite.  In its 
“Best of the Century” list, Time magazine dubbed Carousel as the Best Musical 
of the 20th Century.  Its life and death themes are dramatic, and its songs are 
sophisticated and tuneful. 
 
Carousel, like most works, reflects the time in which it was written, which can 
lead to modern day challenges.  In the story, Billy Bigelow hits his wife in a fit of 
rage.  Mrs. Mullin, owner of the carousel, urges Billy to leave his wife Julie 
Jordan for “a good livin’” of young girls and beer.  Billy later commits suicide 
after a botched robbery attempt.  These are heavy issues that may seem more 
operatic than the song-and-dance of many musicals. 
 
For tonight’s program, I have decided to omit most of the dramatic conflict.  
Rather, tonight we celebrate the brilliance of Rodgers’ music and 
Hammerstein’s lyrics.  The score is filled with one hit tune after another; many 
will be familiar to you.  The action takes place somewhere on the New England 
coast at a time not really so long ago.  These songs reflect their circumstances, 
good and bad.  They also remain in our ears and hearts and hopefully always 
will. 
 

 
Curtis Tucker 
 
 



 

Principal Artists 
 

Megan Warburton (Carrie Pipperidge) is pleased to return 
to First Coast Opera after performing the roles of Laurie in 
Copland's America and Kay in The Stranger's Tale last fall. 
Other recent performances include Sophie in Werther, 
Queen of the Night in The Magic Flute, La Feé in Cendrillon, 
and Johanna (cover) in Sweeney Todd. She also frequently 
sings as a soloist in concert, including as the Soprano 
Soloist in Carmina Burana with Wichita Falls Symphony 
Orchestra and with Charleston Opera Theatre. A native of 
the Rocky Mountains, she is a graduate of the University of 
Michigan, Utah State University, and was a young artist 

with Opera Saratoga, Utah Vocal Arts Academy, and the CoOPERAtive program. In 
addition to performing, she teaches at the College of Charleston in Charleston, SC. 
 
Lauren Nash Silberstein (Julie Jordon) is delighted to make 
her FCO debut. Lauren most recently debuted the role of 
Gilda in Rigoletto with The Druid City Opera, joined Union 
Avenue Opera for their summer season, was the recipient 
of both the Joy B. Misenhimer Encouragement Award 
from the Mendelssohn Club Vocal Competition and 
The Bedřich Smetana Award from the International Czech 
and Slovak Competition. Some favorites recently 
performed include Margot Bonvalet in The Desert 
Song and Lisette in La rondine with Winter Opera St Louis 
and Kathie in The Student Prince with The Ohio Light 
Opera. Lauren holds a master’s degree from The Eastman School of Music. 
 

Steve Valenzuela (Billy Bigelow) has performed standard 
and contemporary opera, musical theater, concert and 
oratorio work, as well as a few stints in commercial 
acting. He appeared with First Coast Opera recently as 
Marcello in La Boheme.  He has performed with many 
nationally recognized opera companies including Opera 
Project Columbus, Shreveport Opera, Utah Opera, Utah 
Festival Opera, and Florentine Opera, including the title 
role in Don Giovanni, Conte Almaviva and Figaro in Le 
Nozze di Figaro, Marcello in La Bohème, Samuel in Un 

Ballo in Maschera, Howard in David T. Little’s Dog Days, and Sam in Trouble in 
Tahiti. He received his Master of Music degree from Louisiana State University and 
his Bachelor of Music from Western Connecticut State University. 
 



 

 Gloria Palermo (Nettie Fowler) is thrilled to be making her 
debut with First Coast Opera. Gloria is originally from Cocoa, 
Florida and currently based in Tampa. Her most recent 
performances include concert appearances in Spanish Nights 
with Opera Tampa and Beethoven 9 with the Longmont 
Symphony in Colorado. In 2023 Gloria completed her Artist 
Diploma at the University of Colorado Boulder. In addition to 
performing, Gloria is a dedicated and passionate voice 
teacher across all genres of singing. She holds a Master’s in 
Music from the University of Southern California and a Bachelor’s in Music from 
Rice University, and has received additional training at the Santa Fe Opera, 
Tanglewood Music Festival, and the Aspen Music Festival. 
 

Omar Najmi (Enoch Snow) is based in Boston, MA. 
Upcoming engagements include Adoration with Los 
Angeles Opera, Mozart in the Museum with Anchorage 
Opera, Carousel with Boston Lyric Opera, and 
Messiah with Boston Baroque. As a composer, Omar is 
a current member of Washington National Opera's 
American Opera Initiative, where his and Christine 
Evans' opera Mud Girl will be premiered in January. He 
has additionally had works commissioned by Atlanta 

Opera, Boston Lyric Opera, White Snake Projects, Juventas New Music Ensemble, 
and Emmanuel Music. 
 
Wyatt Matlock (Townsman) Wyatt is thrilled to be back 
with First Coast Opera! He has been doing shows with First 
Coast since 2017.  Wyatt was born and raised here in St. 
Augustine. He began his career by singing in choirs, playing 
piano, and doing musical theatre camp! Wyatt attended 
the Florida School of the Arts before transferring to 
Winthrop University in Rock Hill, South Carolina where he 
graduated with a Bachelor of Arts in Musical Theater. 
Some of his theater credits include Les Misérables, Ragtime, Bye Bye Birdie, 
Seussical the Musical, Father of the Bride, The Courage to Write a Woman’s 
Wrongs, and Company! Wyatt works at Old Town Trolley here in St. Augustine as 
the Lead History Teller! He would like to thank his family, friends, co-workers, and 
professors for supporting him, and also to First Coast Opera for providing 
opportunities to grow his career! 
 
 
Principal Artists  
 



 

Production Team 
 
 Curtis Tucker (Director) produces his eleventh season 
for First Coast Opera as General and Artistic Director, 
often leading from the orchestra pit or director's chair, 
and sometimes along with singers onstage.  This season 
he will conduct mainstage performances of The Barber 
of Seville and The Magic Flute.  The Kansas City native 
led Opera Saratoga in New York before moving to 
Florida.  Last season he led performances of his original 
one-act opera, The Stranger's Tale, in Saint Augustine, 
Jacksonville, and Mount Dora. 
 

Pianist Keith Teepen, enjoys a multi-faceted career in 
performing and teaching.  Keith has performed in 
Europe, Asia, South America, and throughout North 
America.  Keith is also a frequent collaborator in the 
opera world and was the “official pianist” for the 
Metropolitan Opera National Council Auditions – 
North Dakota-Manitoba District from 2015-2018. 
Recently Keith had the pleasure of working with 
saxophonist Scott Sandberg on the album Duality - 
Works for Tenor Saxophone & Piano. He received his 

D.M.A. in Collaborative Piano at the University of Colorado, Boulder and he is 
currently the Tom Kenan Assistant Professor of Piano at Flagler College in St. 
Augustine.  
 
Deborah Smith has been a professional actor for over 
30 years performing locally in such shows as Showboat, 
Christmas Carole, King and I, and Lend Me a Tenor, to 
name a few. Deborah has also worked both backstage 
in makeup and hair for the First Coast Opera as well as 
costumed several operas including Amahl and the Night 
Visitors, La Boheme, Cox and Box/ Penelope’s Revenge, 
Le Doctor Miracle and Bon Appetit. Deborah and 
husband Michael are retired (well, maybe almost!) and 
living in beautiful Saint Augustine with two cats. 
 
 
 

  



 

Special Thanks 
 

FCO would like to recognize the 
following people and organizations. 

 
Friends of First Coast Opera 

Grace United Methodist Church 
Michael Sanflippo 

St. Anastasia Catholic Church 

 
Hosts and Drivers 

Thank you to our hosts and drivers for 
accommodating our visiting artists. 

 
Michele Bova 
Margrit Kuehn 

Sandy Murphree 
Steven Rich 
Linda Yerrill 

 
 



 

 

  



 

Friends of First Coast Opera 
 

Kathy Schirmacher, President, Secretary 
Denise Baudinet, Vice President  

Linda Yerrill, Treasurer 
 
The Friends of First Coast Opera provides volunteer support to the opera company 
through assistance with Box Office, Ushering, Membership, Publicity, Artist 
Hospitality, Fundraising Events, and in many other ways. Meetings are held every 
other month on Tuesday at 1:30 PM at Marsh Creek Country Club. Annual 
membership dues are $20 per person. If you would like an “opera-tunity” to join 
the Friends, just send your check payable to Friends of First Coast Opera to Linda 
Yerrill at 413 Fiddlers Point Drive, St Aug 32080. 
 

Maggie Barbieri 
Denise Baudinet 
Anna Benincasa 
Jay & Peggy Bliss 
Michele Bova 
Hans & Eline Breukhoven 
Maria R (Rose) Cauchon 
John Cellucci 
Dorothy Charron  
Bibiana Cohey 
Helen & Allen Cole 
Rosemary Conlon 
Anne Curtis 
Doni Dowie 
Luba Estes 
Joanne Everett 
Kerry Fradley 
Ray & Nancy Frankel 
Paul and Marcelle Gallucci 
Jeanne Goodwin 
Frances (Frauke) Greiner 
Renate Hamza 
Dima Haobsh 
Gail Hart 
Nancy Henley 
Jesse J & Katya M Hingson 
Debra Hollingsworth 
Pamela Kincaid 
Linda & Ivan Kish 

Margrit Kuehn   
Jan Larson 
Joan & Al Le Beau 
Lori Luciano 
Cathy Marshall 
Pattie and John Nolton 
Carmen Panzar  
Christine Penton 
Nancy Perry 
Jackie Piontek 
Jean Rahner 
Linda Roeser  
Kathy Schirmacher 
Cara Seifart  
Diana Shammas  
Mary Siess 
Robert & Toni Siriani  
Mark Stacye 
Ryan T. Stark 
Fred and Cynthia Stellar 
Paula Sullivan 
Stacy Symeonides 
Roger Tanks  
Christina (Tina) Van Ghent 
Kathy VandeBerg 
Judy Wenscott 
Kimberly Wilson 
Laura Wright 
Linda Yerrill 



  



 
 



   



  



   



 

 



  



  



  


